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Focus on population
With birth rates falling nearly everywhere, the “population explosion” may be fizzling out
(BT ) . Yet half the world’s population is under 25. Even if women of this younger
generation have only two children each, population growth will continue.
The UN predicts that the world population growth depends on different changes in
average family size. As you can see, just a small change in family size makes a lot of

difference.

A: 1.6 children or fewer B: 2 children C: 2.5 children

r r \r

A A 4\

A: The world’s population might peak al 7.7 billion around 2050.

B: The world’s population would rise to 9.4 billion by 2050, reach 11 billion in the .
next century, then it would remain steady.
C: The world’s population would reach to 11.2 billion by 2050, then continue to .

grow, reaching 27 billion by 2150.
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MEES #3

City problems
Cities are the cultural, economic, governmental, population, transportation and
communication centers of the world. Most people can find a job, earn a living (i54)
and accumulatec modcrate wealth in citics. People can also choose a variety of
activities to enjoy their life. Nevertheless, cities have many problems, such as
substandard housing, pollution and traffic congestion.

In developing countries, millions of people live in substandard housing and other
overcrowded dwellings. Some housing in advanced countries is also substandard. In the
early 1970’s, aboutl 5.5 percent of urban housing in Uniled Slales were substandard.

Getting from place to place in a metropolitan area hecomes more and more
difficult because of population growth and ever-increasing (/N4 1) use of cars.
Traffic jams (ZZiH J# Z€) delay and anger people. Cities have made some effort to
solve their problems. However, population growth, lack of funds, high cost of

construction and other factors continue to cause city problems.

Subslandard housing is one of the mosl serious  Travel in cilies is ollen dillicull.  People musl
city problems. In spite of government efforts to  crowd into trains and huses and drive on congested
improve housing, many dwellings like the shacks (IMEFHT) roads

remain

BelE LA AR}, InfAR AR

L SODPRES W T 240 B A |2 257 A e [B) {7
2. f#FE “substandard housing” Y& Y.

3. SO RTIARSETS RE, 22 AR AR AT (1) o X RS2 i 2 X 7
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Europe produces more manufactured goods than any other continent. The